STUDY GUIDE FOR THE ACCUPLACER CPT-L

The Accuplacer Levels of English Proficiency exam (CPT-L) is taken prior to student enrollment in order to determine
placement of non-native speakers of English.

The CPT-L test is divided into two sections. The first section is taken by computer and is untimed. The computer
subtests are

Reading Skills with 20 questions
Language Usage with 20 questions

The second section involves three paper and pencil subtests that are timed. These subtests are:

Listening | followed by Listening Il if your Listening | score is over 39
Essay (timed for 30 minutes)

In addition to the assessments above, you may be required to take additional portions of the Accuplacer College
Placement Test (CPT). If you are required to take these additional tests, you may be asked to return another day.

If your Listening | score is greater than 39 and your Listening Il score is greater than 11, you will also
take the CPT Elementary Algebra.

If your Reading Skills score is over 105, you will take the CPT Elementary Algebra and the CPT
Reading Comprehension.

On the untimed computer sections, you must answer each question before you go on to the next one. Once you have moved
on to the next question, you cannot go back and change your answers. The computer will give you a chance to verify each
answer before moving on to the next question.

Plan to spend at least five hours for the test although some students will finish in a shorter amount of time than others. You
are responsible for being prepared for test taking. That includes feeling well, having glasses (if needed), allowing adequate
time, and testing in a serious manner. College policy does not allow retests unless scores are over two years old.

| You will need to arrive at least five hours prior to the Assessment and Certification Center’s closing time.

CPT-L Language Use: This test measures students' understanding of the English vocabulary. The sentences come from a
variety of different subject areas. Students are asked questions about basic and important idioms, particularly terms
of beauty, age, greatness, and size, adverbs such as before, after, during, and prepositions of directions and place
(from, to, at, etc.).

Sample Question #1

| saw a young girl at the corner. She was singing.

O 1saw a young girl at the corner, she was singing.

O She was singing, the young girl who | saw her at the corner.
O Atthe corner, she was a young girl singing.
O

| saw a young girl who was singing at the corner.

The correct answer is - | saw a young girl who was singing at the corner.



Sample Question #2

Since | moved to the U.S,, | my opinion about Americans.

was changing
have changed
changed

had changed
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The correct answer is — have changed

Sample Question #3

The sentence below has a blank space. There are four words or phrases under the sentence. Choose the word or phrase
that makes a grammatically correct sentence.

They the newspaper every day.

O Reads
O isreading
O read

O does read

The correct answer is - read.

Sample Question #4

The sentence will be followed by four possible answers. Choose the answer that best combines the two sentences. The
answer must be a grammatically correct sentence.

| sang in the choir. | enjoyed it.

In the choir singing, | enjoyed.
In the choir to sing, | enjoyed.
| enjoyed to sing in the choir.

| enjoyed singing in the choir.
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The correct answer is - | enjoyed singing in the choir.






