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PRETERIT AND IMPERFECT IN THE SAME SENTENCE

% Referring to what is going on when something else occurred and interrupt it.
= Example: Ellos hablaban cuando la profesora entrd a la clase.

imperfect preterit

¢+ Using preterit as a result of an imperfect condition

= Example: Rosana cerrd la ventana porque tenia frio.
preterit imperfect

¢+ Quoting indirectly (indirect discourse) in the past.

= Example: Eduardo dijo que Juan escuchaba mausica salsa.

preterit imperfect
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= Example: Cuando salimos del restaurante llovia mucho.

Using the Imperfect to describe and existing condition or situation when something happened (Preterit)

El teléfono sond, era el esposo de Diana.

preterit imperfect preterit imperfect
PRETERIT IMPERFECT
NOTES TO REMEMBER NOTES TO REMEMBER
> The yo, él, ella, and usted forms on regular preterit, require an accent There are no stem changes in the Imperfect.

mark.

» There is no accent mark in the irregular preterit.

» The verbs ending on —car, -zar, -gar will change the c to qu, the g to gu,
and the z to ¢ in the yo-form only.

-car = (c>qu) -gar = (g > gu) -zar = (z>c)
buscar = busqué llegar = llegué empezar =  empecé
buscaste Ilegaste empezaste
busco llegd ecmpezo

» Referring to what is going on when something else occurred and
interrupted it.

= Example: Ellos hablaban cuando la profesora entro a la clase.
imperfect preterit

Y VYVVV

The endings for —er and —ir verbs are the same.

The conjugation and the yo, usted, él, ella for is the same.
The Imperfect form of hay is habia (there was, there
were, there used to be).

Only three verbs are irregular in the Imperfect: ir, ser, and
ver.

Ser Ir Ver
era iba veia
eras ibas veias
era iba veia
éramos ibamos veiamos
eran iban veian
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USES OF THE PRETERIT

USES OF THE IMPERFECT

+«» Preterit refers to a single, completed past event, as well as a
completed series of past events, actions, or situations.
=  Examples:
Ellos leyeron poesia en la biblioteca.

Nosotros cantamos y bailamos en la fiesta de anoche.

Ana carrio en la competencia y gand.

X/
*

In general, the imperfect is used to describe ongoing or habitual
actions in the past without a stated beginning or end.
=  Example:
Cecilia y Marisol iban a Per0 todos los afios.

¢ Preterit refers to a sudden change of condition.
=  Examples:

César dejo de pintar cuando una chica bonita entré

al salon.
Tu cambiaste de expresion cuando lleg6 tu
hermano.

Imperfect refers to what used to happen in the past in contrast to
what is happening now. (present)
=  Example:
Marco estudiaba medicina, pero ahora estudia
arquitectura.

% The Preterit can be used regardless of the length of time involved
or the number of times the action was performed, provided that
the event or series of events is viewed as a completed unit by the
speaker.

=  Examples:
Lei las instrucciones tres veces.
Les preguntd varias veces hasta que le
respondieron.

It describes mental and emotional states.
=  Examples:
A Marta le gustaba escuchar mdsica clasica.
La chica sofiaba despierta.

Imperfect is used to describe simultaneous ongoing activities.
=  Example:
Natalia hablaba por teléfono mientras Pamela
miraba la television.

X/

% Preterit talks about a state that occurred over a period f time with
a definitive beginning and end.
= Examples:
Yo miré la television por la tarde.
Eduardo estudio espafiol toda la mafiana.

It also describes characteristics and conditions in the past.
=  Examples:
El cuarto estaba oscuro y silencioso.
El agua corria por todas partes.

Imperfect is used to tell time and age in the past.
= Laclase de espafiol era a las diez de la mafiana.
» Roberto tenia cuatro afios cuando Viviana tenia dos afios.
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