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With passengers invited 
to �Set Sail to Achieve the 
Dream,� an event unlike any 
staged before launched from 
port. In what will be an annual 
affair, participants enjoyed a 
night of virtual cruising at the 
Deerwood Center.

Nearly 200 Florida 
Community College students 
and staff served as planners 
and crew for the more than 
250 guests. From the moment 
the passengers stepped aboard 
the �ship,� they were treated 
to food, fun, and more than 
they ever imagined.

�This event created an 
opportunity for the community 
to see the College in a very 
different way,� Downtown 
Campus President and event 
chair Dr. Carol Spalding said. 
�Our fund- and friend-raiser 
was unique in that it was an 
up-close and personal look 
at the College, and a chance 
to interact with the students 
in a fun way. People had a 
marvelous time. It exceeded all 
expectations.�

Emily Smith, Chair of the 
College�s District Board of 
Trustees, agreed.

�The 
evening was 
stupendous, 
honoring what turned out to 
be a large, very appreciative 
and rather amazed crowd,� she 
said. �People had fun and got 
the message of our mission.�

Dr. Spalding said the event 
raised almost $40,000 with the 
in-kind state match.

�The students were stars,� 
she said. �It was a truly �not to 
be missed� evening.�

See photos from the 2006 
Set Sail to Achieve the Dream 
event on page 2.

Nassau County would be 
a different place if Betty Cook 
had liked New York more. If the 
young nursing school graduate 
had left home and stayed in 
the Big Apple, as she planned 
so many years ago, she might 
have transformed it instead 
of Florida�s most northeastern 
corner. 

In that case, someone else 
would have been the �rst 
county school nurse, and 
the �rst woman on the 
Board of Commissioners, 
and the �rst woman to 
chair that same board. 
Someone else would have 

served the longest on the Board 
of Trustees at Florida Community 
College � 14 years � and also 
been elected that board�s �rst 
female chair.

But it�s doubtful that anyone 
else would have championed a 
site for the College in Nassau 
County so early � let alone 
donated, along with her 
husband William, the original 43 
acres, now grown to over 100. 
Betty P. Cook is probably the 
only person with the vision and 
mettle to achieve this last feat.

�People didn�t understand 
the impact the College would 
have on economic development 
here,� she said. �I just thought 
of it for the longest time. I saw 
such a need and thought it 
would be a wonderful thing for 

the county.�
Center Director Don 

Hughes credits Cook�s belief 
in the potential of the College 
to improve lives for county 
residents.

�It really was visionary. She 
planted the seed in the College�s 
plan,� he said. �Yulee was not 
a busy place then but now it�s 
the center of the county. And 
the population of the county has 
more than doubled since 2000.�

That was the year ground 
was broken on the Betty P. Cook 
Nassau Center�s permanent 
building, which replaced 
temporary classrooms opened in 
1996. Today, the Center serves 

SET SAIL TO ACHIEVE

THE DREAM

Betty Cook and Don 
Hughes on the grounds of 
the Betty P. Cook Nassau 
Center in Yulee Continued on page 5
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Charles A. �Bucky� Clarkson is direct about 
supporting Florida Community College.

�Given the demographics,� he said, �Florida 
Community College is probably the most important 
educational institution in the area.�

Clarkson is � rst vice president of the Foundation�s 
Board of Governors, having been recruited by fellow 
board member Al Rossiter of Enterprise North Florida 
Corporation.

�I�ve gotten to know Steve Wallace and I admire 
his vision and energy,� he said. �A lot of the kids get 
caught up by going to the school. It�s important in 
terms of human resources in this town.�

The Clarkson Group, an investment � rm specializing 
in real estate development and early-stage technology 
companies, in many ways focuses on the future. 

Clarkson has been key 
to the growth of the 
technology industry in 
North Florida, serving 
as Chairman of the 
Board of Directors 
for Enterprise North 
Florida Corporation 
and establishing the 
Technology Enterprise 
Center.

His company�s 
$125,000 endowed 
gift will be doubled 
by a dollar for dollar 
state match.

700 students, 250 of them full-time.
Cook, who is a member of the Foundation�s 

Board of Governors, recently pledged an endowed 
scholarship of $100,000 to be matched dollar for dollar 
by the state. But even before the �Changing Lives, 
Building Our Community� campaign, Cook�s previous 
gifts of non-endowed funds were also matched.

�I enjoy doing things that help people,� Cook 
explained simply. �Our mother taught us that you 
should always take care of other people.�

Betty P. Cook’s Vision — Continued from page 1

Charles A. �Bucky� 
Clarkson in his University 
Boulevard of� ce.

The Clarkson Group 
SUPPORTS COLLEGE’S GOAL 

to Prepare Workforce
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After � re reduced Jacksonville to 
sodden ashes in 1901, a lot of people 
were left homeless, jobless, and 
hopeless. 

Eartha Mary Magdalene White and 
her mother, Clara White, were not 
among them.

Instead, the businesswoman 
daughter and her mother, a former 
slave intensi� ed their long-standing 
efforts to improve conditions for the 
poor and hungry. By 1904, they had 
established a local agency to address 
these needs, and in 1928, several 
years after her mother�s death, Eartha 

founded the Clara White Mission. 
During the Great Depression, the 
mission offered employment through 
the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA), and in World World II, it served 
as a USO of� ce. 

Later a nursing home to help the 
elderly and disabled was opened as 
well. Located on the Northside, it 
became the area�s leading employer of 
African-Americans.

When the nursing home�s board 
decided recently to sell the facility, 
Legacy Fund Board Chairman Cleve 
Warren said they identi� ed an 
important guideline to determine what 
to do with the proceeds.

�We asked ourselves, �What would 
Ms. White do?� What would she do 
if she had sold the nursing home and 
had the equity from it available to 
her?� Warren said. �We felt sure she 
would not waste time before plowing 
it back into the needs of people. Our 
quest was to � gure out how we could 
make it available to as many in need 
as we could for as long as we could. 
We wanted to develop something that 
would be perpetual in nature, would 
have a lasting quality.� With help 
and guidance from the Community 
Foundation of Jacksonville, the board 
created the Eartha M.M. White Legacy 
Fund. 

The trust is a $1.6 million endowed 
fund housed at the Community 
Foundation of Jacksonville. Warren 
said the mission of the fund�s board is 
to advance a state of knowledge and 
practice of philanthropic giving within 
the African American community, and 

provide support for organizational 
growth and sustainability for institutions 
addressing their particular needs.

Members of the Legacy Fund 
board, including Florida Community 
College�s North Campus President 
Dr. Barbara Darby, wanted to ensure 
the � rst gifts from the fund were 
especially meaningful, Warren said. The 
College�s �Changing Lives, Building Our 
Community� campaign was a natural 
choice.

�How could we pass up the 
opportunity, especially when so many 
of our nursing assistants at the nursing 
home were trained there?� Warren 
asked. 

Warren, who is president and 
CEO of the Jacksonville Economic 
Development Company, said members 
of the Legacy Fund board felt the gift 
to the college was consistent with 
its mission, and members liked the 
endowed nature of the scholarship 
program.

The College received a $25,000 gift 
from the Legacy Fund. That gift will be 
matched by a $25,000 gift from the 
Florida Department of Education, for a 
total endowment of $50,000.

Eartha White’s 
Drive to Uplift 
Carries On in 
Scholarship

Cleve E. Warren, chairman 
of the board of the Eartha 
M.M. White Legacy Fund 
in his Southbank of� ce.

“We asked ourselves,      
‘What would Ms. White do?’...

We felt sure she would not 
waste time before plowing 

the equity back into the 
needs of people.”


