
If anyone doubts Florida 
Community College changes 
lives, talk to Eric Mitchell. 
When the paramedic student 
recently completed his 
associate in arts (A.A.) degree, 
he was awarded the Players 
Championship Past Chairman 
Scholarship to continue his 
paramedic training.

But it was the call he got 
from the White House that 
really surprised him.

“I was at work and my 
wife phoned and said the 
president’s office called,” he 
said. “I thought it was the 
president of the College.” 
Instead it was the staff of Pres. 
George Bush, who visited 
Florida Community College in 
January, inviting Eric to meet 
with him.

“It was amazing, life-
changing” Eric said. “It was 
phenomenal the people I sat 
on stage with – the president, 
Dr. Wallace. And everyone was 
so down to earth. They made 
me feel right at home.”

A 1995 graduate of 
Mandarin High, Eric enrolled at 
the College that July through 
the FAME program, which paid 
his first semester. 

Eric works while attending 
school, first at Prudential as 
an underwriter and now in 
the City of Jacksonville’s Fire/
Rescue Department, where 

a shift is 24 hours on and 48 
hours off. Grants and loans 
help pay the bills.

Along the way, he and his 
wife, Charla, have shared the 
births of three children: his 
son Shacare, 7, and daughters 
Shekinah, 4, and Cha-Yil, just 
over a year old. 

A professor advised Eric of 
the new opportunity when The 
Past Chairmen began offering 
a scholarship as part of the 
“Changing Lives, Building Our 
Community” campaign. 

Executive Dean Brenda 
Simmons also encouraged him. 

“I do have other aspirations 
to pursue,” Eric said, adding 
he will likely continue his 
education with a bachelor’s 
degree in business. No one 
will be surprised to see Eric 
among future presidents and 
governors.
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The President,

Eric Mitchell, center, takes the stage with Pres. George W. Bush and Dr. 
Steven Wallace at the College’s South Campus. The president discussed 
successful workforce development, as implemented at Florida Community 
College, and the need to help talented students like Eric with Pell Grants 
and other assistance.
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A sea of red filled the Mallard Room recently, when The Players Championship Past 
Chairman Scholarship team met with recipients of the first year’s awards.

Jim Marlier, Captain of the Past Chairmen and Foundation Board of Governors member, 
recalled how the idea of a Florida Community College scholarship was received by the 
group, called the “Red Coats.”

“I said, ‘Let’s pass the hat and see what happens,’” he said. “By the time it was halfway 
around the Red Coats, we had to get a bigger hat.” 

The Red Coats Came, The Red Coats Came!
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Contributors to the success of the 
“Changing Lives, Building Our Community” 
campaign come in many forms.  

The College’s Artist Series raises funds 
through contributions and proceeds generated 
by Broadway and other productions, 
according to Milt Russos, executive director of 
cultural programs for the College.

 The 100-plus performances presented 
each year are enjoyed by more than 100,000.

“The neat thing is we’re able to get 
those contributions matched by the state of 
Florida,” Russos said.

    He added that attracting talented 
students enables the College’s perfoming 
arts groups to continue their high-quality 
offerings.

“We gladly assume responsibility to 
provide cultural programs for the community,” 
Russos said, “and are delighted to support the 
recruitment of outstanding students.”

Leadership Committee 

Kicks Off 
Lead Gift Campaign

The Leadership Committee of the “Changing Lives, Building Our 
Community” campaign recently kicked off its active cultivation of lead gifts.

 Emily Smith, president of the Florida Community College Foundation 
Board of Governors, outlined expectations for the group, and highlighted 
upcoming milestones and events.

 College President Dr. Steve Wallace also commended the volunteers, 
and explained the need for the campaign.

 “As we celebrate the College’s fortieth anniversary, we’re going to give 
a spectacular gift to our community, a scholarship endowment that will 
allow more of our citizens to realize their dreams,” he said. “We’re seeking 
investors in a perpetual resource.”

Enterprise North Florida’s Al 
Rossiter, left, and Attorney 
Doug Milne discuss strategy 
after the recent Leadership 
Committee meeting.

A scene from the 
recent Artist Series 
production of “The 

Producers.”

STAR PERFORMERS 
IN THE CAMPAIGN

State Sen. Steve Wise, foreground, 
and Rink Reynolds Design 

Partnership Inc.’s Jack Diamond, 
take notes during the meeting.
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Many Thanks to Our Endowment Contributors

Our Gratitude to the 786 Additional Donors to Our 
Non-Endowed Scholarships Totaling $906,661






